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AUTHOR'S NOTE

This account of the birds of Arran iz based, with alipht
modifientions, on o paper which appeared in the Transactions
af the Buteshire Natural Hiztory Seeiety, Volume XIV, 1955,
It was felt that interest in the birds of Arran was 5o widespread
that the paper should be reissued in booklet form, which wouald
make it readily aceessible to all those who resularly visit the
istand, and I am mrateful to the Buteshire Natural History
Eopelety for allowing the original paver to be reprinted.

I am endeavouring to keep the check-list of Arran birds
up-to-date, so if any observers make interesting notes on the
bivds of the island T shzll be extremely reateful if they will
eommunicate with me at the undernoted addresa:

Dr. J. A, {zibson,

39 Strathmore Avenus,
Ealstom,

*aialey,
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INTRODUCTION

The Island of Arman 15 onc of the great glhries of the Clyde
arca, and the lack of an up-to-date account of its birds is 2 most
terious gap in our present knowledge of Clyde ornithology.

It is a remarkable fact that although Arran offers attractions
to the hird-watcher not found elsewhere in the Clvde, previous
accounts of the birds are few and inadeguate. This can be
cxplained partly by the relative inaccessibility of the island
travelling to Arran was a chancy business not so very long ago
— and partly by the fact that there never seems 16 have been an
ornithologist resident on the island; certainly not one who has
Feen prepared to write about the birds. Almost all the published
notes on the birds have therefore teen contributed by visitors,
whose observations often covered very brief periods.

The carliest notice of Arran birds that I have been able to
wrace is that by Martin Martin {1703), who visited the island
before 17co and wrote, © This isle affords the common sea and
land fowls that are to ke had in the Western Isles.” He also
memijoned the protection of the blackeock. Next, Pennant, in
his Vevage to the Hebrides, written in 1774, said, * The birds
are eagles, hooded crows, wild pigeons, stares, black game,
grouse, prarmigans, daws, green plovers and curlews.” To these
he added the parridge as a proof of the advancement of agri-
culture,  In the O Statistical Accowny, Kilmory parish (1793),
the Rev. John Hamilton mentioned wild swans and ficldfares in
winter and the lapwing in summer. The Rev. James Headrick,
in 1807, has a chapter on * Game ™ in which he records the
following: * Among the feathered tribes, the capercailde
{ormerly abounded, but seems now to be extirpated.  The
blackcock and grouse swarm in the most unbounded profusion:
and I suspect their further multiphcation is prevented by no
kaving a sufficient proportion annually destroyed, Among thes
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a few quails occur. On the granite mountains the prarmigan has
chosen his residence. The birds of prev are eagles, kites, hawks
of various species, and carrion crows. The premiums given by
the late Duke for the preservation of game have nearly effected
their extrpation.” He also mentions partridges, starlings,
plovers and * small migratory hirds.”

The next account of Arran hirds appears in the New Statistical
Acconnt of Scotland by the Rev. Dr. McNaughton, minister of
Kilbride parish. His list {15400 shows some evidence of original
observation and includes about seventy species. Red and black
grouse were abundant, the latrer hecoming a nwsance to farmers.
Prarmigen were still present, and pheasants had been introduced
afew vears previously. Fagles, faloons, hawks, hooded and carrion
crows, ravens, owls and magpies were Feing rapidly reduced
in numbers, owing to premiums given for therr destruction by
the Duke of Hamilton. In consequence of this, small birds
had greatly increased, 1o the prejudwe of parden-fruits, and
“ the most pestilent and numerous of the whole  was the moor-
blackbird (presumably ring-ourcl). McNaughton also said that
the bittern was mer with occasionally.

A short paper by Alston (1866) does not include much of
interest and then we come to the paper by Robert (ray, in
Bryces Geology of Arran (fourth edition, 1872), the first account
of any significance. Gray's paper has a charm of wiiting typical
of all his werks, but it is difficult to know just how much reliance
to place upon it. It does not seem that (Gray himself resided
on Arran for any length of ume, and he tended to bolster his
list with references to the other Clyde islands. This frequently
confuses the picture, for it is not always possible to know which
island Gray had in mind. Sometumes his notes have obviously
nothing to do with Arran at all, and sometimes there are frankly
ambigucus statements which I think may have heen an attempt
w0 conceal gaps in his knowledge. It was this aspect of Gray’s
list that so purzled and irritated John Paterson. Despite these
shorttomings, however, Gray's account was that of a pioneer,
and should be respected as such. A synopsis of his list, with a
few additions, appeared I 1875,

After (iray we have some briel rotes by Craig (1900), a valuable
paper by Markeith (1909), who made several additions to the
Arran list, and from 1894 to 1907, and again from 1915 to 1921,
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the Reports on Scottish Omithology contain many useful migra-
tion notes from Pladda aad Holy Island. There a*e many
references to Arran in McWilliam's two books (1928 and 1936).
and from then untl the present day a fair number of shozt
papers and notes have appeared. A full list of all past publications
15 given in the biblingraphy at the end of the paper.

There is one important source of unpublishe 1 information that
must be considered — John Paterson’s notebooks, Paterson, a
fine and painstaking ornithologist and an authority on Clyde
bird records, paid several visits to Arran between 1890 and 1911
and kept carcful notes of his observations. He also noted down
miny observations made by his friend Dr. Neil Fallamtaa, of
Lamlash, whom Paterson rated highly as an osnithologist. These
collected observations have proved to be cxtremely valuable,
and are referred to frequently in the following list. I am grateful
to the Rev. J. M. McWilliam for passing on Paterson’s notebooks
to me.

I have been visiting Avran steadily for sixteen years, and
during this tme have wandered exteasively over the island.
1 have been therc cvery month of the year, and resently have
been fortunate in being able o spend 2 considerable amount
of time on the islind in autumn and mid-winter. This account
of the birds is based on my own notes and on what I have been
able to discover from a search of the previous livecatare. For
many valuable notes on the birds' I am extremely gratefal 1o the
late Mr. Alex. Fraser and his son Mr. Tom Fraser, Sannox,
Mr. Peter Helm, Dougric, Mr. George MeAlpine, Brodick, Mr
TPeter Mackenzie, Lamlash, Mr. Dugald McKillop, Blackwaterfoot,
Mr. Alex. Henderson, formerly Prncipal Lightkecper, Pladda
lighthouse, and Mr. Angus Macaulay, formerly Principal Light-
keeper, Hely Island lighthouse. My best thanks are due 1o Her
Grace the Duchess of Montrose for giving me an extended
loan of her game-books, and for graciously allowing me to publish
the zame-list, and Mr. C. F. Swain and Mr. J. A. Newlands,
successively factors of the Arran estates, have kindly assisted
me in many ways. Without the help of all these people this
paper could not have been written.

In this short paper an account of the wpography of Arran
15 quite out of place; there are many excallent guide-books
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available for reference.  Auention should be drawn, however, 10
the fact that a surprising amount of migration is recorded ar
Pladda, and to a lesser extent at Holy Island, in spring and
autumn, and [ have made many visits to these islands. Ower
roa species of birds have been recorded on Pladda, or have been
killed at the light there.

No account of the birds of Arran can be considered complete
without discussing Dr. Martin Barry's List of the Birds that have
been observed to breed in the Island of Arran, Scotland, since the
Jear 1835, This is a fairly well-known freak publication, of which
only six copics are known to exist, and T am extremely grateful
to the Rev. J. M. McWilliam for giving me 2 loan of his copy.
The work, which extends to only three pages, is undated and
bears the name of neither printer nor publisher; it first turned
up i the year 1863,

In 1861, and again in 1863, several lots of eges, some of which
were probably stolen from other collections, purporting to come
from the collection of a *“ late celebrated physician,” Dr. Martin
Barry, were sold in Mr. [, . Stevens® sale-rooms in London.
The catalogues which accompanied the sales were weird and
wonderful, containing many references 1o birds supposed to
have bred in Arran. A century ago Arman no doubt seemed
o remote 1o the compiler of these catalogues that anvthing
might be found breeding there. These cataloguces raised a hue
and cry amongst ormthologists a1 the time, and shortly after-
wards a copy of Dr. Barry’s List turned up, giving his authority
for moest of these records,

That there was, in fact, a Dr. Martin Barry resident on Arran
there is no doubt; and that he was something of an ernithologisr,
nd had made an extensive collection of cags, is also not in dispute.
What iz very much in doubt, however, 1s whether he was acmually
the author of the book concerned, My own feeling, and thar
expressed by many ornithologists at the time, is that the book
15 2 forgery, manufactured for the purpose of selling Dr. Martin
Barry’s eggs 10 better advantage. The list of birds is certainly
not te be taken serously, An account of this book and the sale
catalogues appeared mn the Tbis, 1863 370-376, 477-478; the
three pages of the book have been copicd and are reproduced
on pages 31, 32 and 33,
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SYSTEMATIC LIST

In the following list the arrangement and nomenclature follows the
B.OUL Check-Lasr of the Hirds of (Great Briraim and Ireland, 1952,

BLACE-THROATED IMVER Codverbus arcicus L.

Mot uncommon Winter visitor o surrounding sea and has occasionally
been seen in summer. Miss E. V. Boaer and Miss L. J. Rintoul saw two
off Catacel in June, 1938, In May, 1osr, 1 saw owo black-throated
divers at a hill-loch in Arran and later found a nest with two cggs; I
visited this loch again at the end of July and saw one adult and one young
bird., This was the first breeding record for Arran and represented o
definite cxrension of range within the Clyde area. T have no later personal
records of black-throats on Arran, but I was told that divers {7 species)
were present at this same loch in 1953.

CFREAT MNORTHERN IMVER Calywmbus fmemer Bronm.

NoOT UNCemmen winter visitor to surrounding sea, occasionally Lngering
into carly summer, McWilliam saw one in full plumage off the shores
of Pladda in May, 1920; it remamed several days.

Rep-tHroaTER DveR Celymbuy srellarus Pontopp.

Grav recorded a mest and two eggs found in July, 1873 as the first
breeding record for Arran, and the red-throat has nested ever since.
At present a few pairs breed reguolarly around some of the small hill-
lochs, Fairly common winter visitor to the surrounding sea.

RED-mecKED (SREBE [Povficeps griseigena |Bodd.)
Gray said *Uncommon,” This is far tee vague, [ can trage no definice
record.

SpavowIaN (FREBE Podiceps auwritus (L)
CGrray (1872) said thet be had * seen pairs of this bird in calm days
off Arran in the beginning of summer.” RNo later record Enown o me.

LiTTLE (GREBE Podiceps rufwollts (Pall)
A few pairs nest; not common. Has been seen at Pladda on migration.

LEACE's PETREL {Xeeonodroma leucorrfoa (Wieill.)

After the gales at the end of Ooober, 1952, when there was the
remarkable * wreck 7 of petrels all over the West of Scotand, six Leach’s
petrels were found on the shore at Sannox by Mr, Tom Fraser, [ iound
2 partly decomposed Leach’s at Sannox o 15th December, 1952, "Thers
are probably other records. not reporred.
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STORM-PETREL Hydvobaces pelagious (L)

MeCrindle said he frequently saw these birds between Arran and the
Ayrshire coast in the 19205, I do not think they are so common now,
One was killed 2t the Pladda light on 3rd September, 1g21. Onc storm-
petrel was driven ashore at Sannmox ar the same tme as the Leach's
petrels, noted above,

MaNn SHEARWATER Procellariz s Brunn,

Fairly regular visitor 1o the surrounding seas, often in amall flocks,
S00TY SHEARWATER Procellaria Frisea (yrm.

The Birds of Scorland records one seen nesr Pladda on z5th August,
1936,

FULMAR Fubmares glocialic (1.

Fulmars began nesting at Drumadoon ¢liff in 1948, where they had
been prospecting for some years, and about four paics now nest there,
Fulmars have been prospecting the esst ciffs of Holy Island singe 1951,
and have been occasionally seen off Pladda, but as ver there s no evidence
of breeding on cither of these islands.

GANNET Nula basang (1)

Commenly seen fishing off-shore during summer; T have seen birds
every month of the year. Gannets frequented the east cliffs of Haly
Island from 1046 cowards apd by 1950 scemed about to establish a new
breeding colony;  unfortunately this did not happen (Soor. Nat., 64: 1780,
Crannets have been killed ar Pladda lighthouse, and have smashed the
plate-glass of the lantern, Owver 10,000 Pairs now nest on Ailsa Craig,

CORMORANT Phalacracoray carbo (1.
A fow birds can be seen off-shore ar all seasons of the year. No evidence
of nesting. Nor nearly 5o common as the shag.

SHAG Phalacrecorax aristoteliy (L.

Very common off-shore. A few pairs have nested from Lme o tme
on Holy Island, and they may also do zo at the north and wes: of Arran,
although [ have no proof of breeding, Extremely common off-shore
in winter and very Jarge flocks are sometimes secn, On 151 January, 1954,
my wite and I counted over 500 in a fiock of Machrie, and there st
have been many more. This is by fer the largese flock of shags 1 have
ever sven in the Clyde (Glaspon & IV Sear, fird Bull, 31 41-42).

Herow Ardea cineres 1.

Commonly seen all round the shoee, Ar least fourteen Pairs nest
in the woods 2t Brodick Castle, and two o three pairs nest near Kilmary,
at the sowh of the island. In 1884 herons were said o nest on rocks
on Holy Island; they certainly do not nest there now, although birds
visit the island froguently.

Broremn Botawrns seellarss (1.

A century agoe the binera occurred occasionally in Arran, One was
shot near Whitchouse around 1835 (see Nezw Srastical Accouns, Kilbrids
parishi.
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Martarp Anas plarvrkvnchos L.

The commonest nesting duck,  Large flocks offshore in winter, A
fow pairs nest on Holy Island and Pladda.
Tear Anar crecca L.

Fairly common nesting specics; mainly behind Machrie and Black
waterfoor, (Often noted at Pladda on migration.
WIGEON Awna: penelope L.

Fegular winter visitor, Large flocks off-shore,
SHOVELER Sparula clvpeata (1.0

This duck has been seen a few times, and may well nest, Further
infurmation o 105 status 15 desirable.

Scavur Aveiea martla (LD

Small flocks are regularly seen off-shore in winter.
Turren Moo Avehve fufenia (1.0

Fegularly seen off-zhore in winger in small numbers. T have never
segn i1 in summer, although Thornron Mackeith, writing of summer
1909 at Shiskin, said * scen several times.”

PocHarn Avthva ferima (L0

Fairly regular winter visitor; small flocks off-shors,
{FOLDENEYE Bucephala clamgula (1)

A [ew seen off-shore during most winters.

VELVET ScOTer Molemirra fusea (1)

Crrav said * very rarely seen.”” This is rather vague. The only definite
tecord I can trace is thar of two birds seen off-shore in June, 1045 (Birds
af Feorland),

Comvpon Scoter Melanitra nigra (1)

Ocoasionally seen off-shore in winter.
LEmEr Semateria wollissima (1.0

Garay (1872} said * Rare; occasionally finds its way into Kilbrannon
Sound,” but within the last few decades the eider has become a fairly
common Clyde bird, Three pairs were scen in Lamlash Bay on 16th
April, 1933 (Warson and Watson, 1932), and since then it has been
found nesting at several places round the shore of the island. It is now
probably a nol uncommon nesting species, and females with young
are often scen off-shore during summer. The first breeding record for
Holv Island and Pladda was in 1951 and a few pairs now nest on hoth
these islands, Small parties are vory common off-shore In winter, and
I have secn flocks of around fifty several timoes.

RED-EREASTED MERGAMIER AMMergus serraror 1.

This duck nests at many places around the shore, cspecially in the
north of the island, and i% common off-shore in winter, Flocks of sixey
have been seen (Baxter, 1954). One or two pairs nest on Holy Tsland,
CrO0sANDER Mereus micrganser 1.

I saw two birds in Sannox hay in December, 1gs1. This is, in facr,
the only record I can trace, but the goosander iz possibly more common
than this isolated record would suggest,
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Snmew Merpus albelins 1.,

Mr. B T, Grakam saw 4 smew on the Kilbrannon Sound at Skipness,
Kintyre, on Toth Deccember, 192z, This is worth recording, although
it is probably just cutside the limits of our area.

Suerpuck Tadorna radorma (L2

Fairly common nesting species.  Mackeith (1909) called it an abundant
species along the shore, and MeWilliam (1936) wrote © 1 have never
seen iT 50 numerous in the nesting scason as on part of the west coast
of Arran.” It occasionally nests on Holy Island and two pairs nest
regularly on Pladda.  Small parties are common off-shore in autumn
and winter. The shelduck &5 one of the more wnusual birds that has
been kilied at Pladda light.

Grey Lac-(GGoose oAnmser anser (L0

The grey lag has increased in numbers considerably within recent
vears, and 2 flock of abour zoo birds now winters regularly in one locality
om the west of the island. Flighting oceurs o Loch Muis and, if distarbed,
tiy Loch Tanna.

WHITE-ERONTED roose Awser albifross (Scop.)
Mot common, but a few winter on the island most years.

MuUTE Swarr Cygnur olor (G,
A few pars ncst.

WHOOPER-SWAN Cyrnus ovgrns (L)

Fairly repular winter visitor in small sumbers, cspecially 1o the lochs
in the noeth of the sland, A few can be scen on Loch Tanna nearly
every winter, (o gth January, 1954, [ saw a flock of nine whoaper-
swans fiying over Kildonan. They passed over Pladds and comeinued
irx the direction of Ircland.

CGorneN Facre Aguila chrvsaeres (L0

The golden cagle was resident on Arran from earbiest times, but before
1800 3 misguided Duke of Hamilton institured 2 scale of payments for
the destrucrion of Arran birds of prey and their eges, and Headrick
{1507 said that these had *“ nearly effected the cagle’s extirparion.”
It was finally exterminated as a breeding spevies ground 1850 and in
Cray’s time it was only 2 “rare and uncertain visitant.” In 1857 Hugh
Macdonald (writing in his book Davs ar the Ceast, 1860 saw at Brodick
a golden sagle that had been captive for twenly-nine years, [t seems
that the golden cagle also used tu nest on Holy Island ((Flgsgomw Nal.,
10 55k

By about 1900, however, the golden cagle was again nesting on Arran
and in 1924 McWilliam was informed by Alex. Fraser, gamekesper on
the island, that one pair, but no more, had nested every vear for the
provious twenty vears, Mr. R. F, (iraham of Skipness. in Kintyre,
also told MoWilliam that about 1925 one of his shepherds killed an cagle
and found amached o it a trap stamped Arran Estare
¥ At present the golden sagle is carefully protected and at least two
pairs now nest on Arran; there are occasional teports of 2 thivd pair
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bur | have nor been able to confitm this. During winter 1950 a golden
eagle Janded on Pladda and remained there for the best pam of a day
(Alex, Henderson, e A0, Arran was thickly covered with snow ar
the time.

Buzzamn Burso buree (L)

The buzzard formerly nested commonly on Arran, but had become
scarce by 1850 owing 10 incessant persecution, For the next seventwy
years it remained just a casual visitor, bul a pair nested again in rozz,
and since then it has steadily increased.  The present population is at
least a doren pairs, nesting on both trees amd <liffs.

Rovai-rrseen Buzzarn Hurco fagopus (Pontopp.)
McWilliam (1936) records that this bird * has occurred in Arran in
recent vears (Alex. Froser, o br., 103507

SPARROW-TTAWE Acarpirer mesns (10
Residenr and well-distributed throughour the island, although much
persecuted.  Seen fairly often ar Pladda on passage,

Kite Mifvws mrleus (1.

The kite formerly bred in Arran, but was virmally cxterminated
berween 1850 and 186a. It seems also to have nested on Holy Island;
there is a specimen in FKelvingrove Museum, Glasgow, labelled * Holy
Island, Arran, 1829." For a photograph of this bird ses McWilliam
{1936).

WHITE-TAILED PAGLE Ilaligerus albicilla (1..)

The white-tziled eagle formerly nested on Arman and seemed
withstand the inevitable perserution better than the golden eagle. Gray
(1872) records the following passage: ™ In Arran it continued to breed
regularly mn Catacel (flen unol 1849, in which year Robert Mackay,
keeper, took a young bird and reared i1, Some time during the ensuing
winter the ledge of rock on which the eyrie was placed gave way, and
the cagles—probably viewing the mishap as a tmeous warning—Ieft
the district, In the spring of 1870 a pair of these birds built a nest in
the same glen, and the female sat for 2 tnie on Two eggs, but afferwards

cserted them, Mr, Mackenzic, onc of the Duke of Hamilton's keepers,
residing at Dougric Lodge, on the west coast of Arran, informs me that
he saw two white-tailed cagles there in November 18710 [ am happy
to be able o add that srict orders have been given thar cagles are not 10
he destroved in any part of the jsland.”

Unfortunately this belated protection was of no avail, and there seems
tr be no genuine record after 1871, There have heen occasional reporrs
of odd birds seen, but none of these records can be regarded as suTiciently
well suthenticated.

HEN-HARRIER Crrows cpanenes (L)

In the old days the hen-harrier was extremely common on Arman
bur it was virmally cxterminated as a breeding-species about 1850, A
few pairs secm o have lingered on, however, for Gray said * breads
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regularly 7 and in 1374 o breeding pair was shot (Prac Nat. Hist, Sac.
(Flasgos, 20 280). Mackeith recorded it as nesting regularly at Shiskin
in 1909, and in 1917 & pair was said 10 have bred oot long before (Scot.
Nat., 1927: 218). This is the last nesting record I can discover, although
single birds were not infrequently secn in winter or on passage. Recently,
howewer, harriers have again nested successfully, for in late summer
1953 I saw 2 male and two young birds on one particular moor on Arran.
Thev do not scem o have nested sincs then, but I hope that the hen-
harrier will soon re-cstablish itself as 2 regular Arran breeding bird.

OsPREY Pandion haligerus (1.
There is an unreliable story of the osprey nesting in Arran in 1346
and 1847; it s almost cermainly untrue (see (yray, 18720

Hoeey Faleo subbureo T..

RBohert Gray, in the Binds of the West of Scovlard (18710, sald thaz
a beautiful male hobby wzs shot on Arran some years previously and
examined by him. In Bryce's Arran (1872) he says he saw this specimen
“ frechly ger up ™ in 1857, This record has been accepted without
question by several later writers, but Gray alse added ™ said to bave
been procured in Arran,” so I wonder if he had some doubts in the
matter.

Crray also recorded the following two passages: “ 1 hawve been assured
by Mr. Hallidsy, vne of the Duke of Hamilton's keepers, that he has
in several instances taken both the bird and its eggs In the island, when
assisting the late D, Martin Barry to make his collection.  Mr. Halliday
appears w be well acguainted with the merlin, peregrine, and other
hawks breeding in Arran, and has described to me the plumage of the
hobhy so correctly that I have litte or no hesitation in recording its
oceurrence there as 2 native ¥y and ** Mr, Macksy, resident at Loch
Ranzs, informs me that he has taken the nest of this bird in Arran in
company with the late I>r. M. Barey, The bisd has been accurately
described to me, and T see no reasen for rejecting the information.”

These sre remarkable ststements, and although Gray scems guite
defimire, it is perhaps 2 little unforrunate that they are associated with
the name of Dr. Barry. McoWiliiam {19380 said these records could
“ hardly be credited,” and there are probably no present-day ornithol-
ogists who would accept them without reservations. It should be noted,
however, that John Paterson, a carcful and painstaking ornithologist,
and the most carcful of all men where the accuracy of Clyde bird records
was concerned, said that these records © should not be hastily dismissed.”™
Paterson was writing nearly sixty years ago, much nearer the time when
these events took place, with 2 wide experience of Arran, and it may be
that he had some reason of his own for believing in their authenticicy.

PEREGRINE Faleo peregrinus Tunst.

“I'he percgrine is an old-cstablished resident om Arran, MeWilliam
{1936) cstimated that there were about cight nests on the island and this
is still the position at present. One pair nests fairly regularly on Hely
Island,
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MEerLIN Falco columbarius L.
Resident but not commeoen; a fow pairs nest. One was scen at Pladda
on znd October, 1915,

KEsTREL Falco hmmumciius L.
Fairly common and well distributed throughout the island, A pair
probably mests on Holy Island,

Rrn Growse Lagopus scoricus (Lath.)

Very common and widespread; neses on almost all hills and moors.
For nearly thirty vears bags averaged over 5,000 birds a scason, and the
best year on record was 1gr: when nearly 13,000 birds were shot, In
1044, however, grouse discase affected the steck on the island and the
numbers dropped drastically, and from then unril 1949 very fow bhirds
were shot.  Formanately they are now ncreasing again,  Many nest on
Holy Island, and on 24th October, 1920, seven were scen on Pladda
[(Scor. Nal., 1921 I57)-

Prammican Lagopus soecus Hart,

The prarmigan formerly bred on Arran but in what oumbers is a0t
known. Possibly it was never very common.  Ilesdnck (1807) recorded
it for the island and Gray (1872) said that it soll ested there in his
time bur was on the decline, and that birds had been procured from
Sutherland and Inverncss to strengthen the breed. T can trace no records
since TQoo.

Brack GrROUSE Lyrurts zerrix (L]

In olden cimes the black grouwse received special protection, and Marein
Martin wrote in 1793 ¥ The blackeock 13 not allowed 10 be killed here
without a permit; the tTansgressors ars liable o & fine,” Until relatively
recently it was a common breeding species and was well distributed
throughout the islind. For many years bags averaged over 200 birds a
year, and even as recently as 1936, 283 birds were shot in & season. Since
then its numbers have declined steadily, however, and it is now very
nearly extinct.

CAPERCATILLIE Terran wropalius L.

The capercaillic was common in Arran in early times but had become
extinet by 1807 (Headrick), It was re-introduced in 1843 and flourished
tor many years; the population was ecstimated o be abour seventy
birds in 1865, DBefore the 1914-18 war, however, it had died out again,
apparently from disease, and the last definite record is of one bird shot
by the Marguis of Graham on zgth November, 1610, in Brodick Castle
COVETTS,

PARTRIGGE Perdix perdix (L.}

Residens; introduced into Arran betore 1750. Formerly very comimon
bur numbers have been steadily decreasing for many wears and now
there are vnly a fow, A study of the gamcbooks shows that the majority
of the partridges shot on Arran have been in two maln areas, in the south-
cast from Whirchouse to Dippin and on the west from Kilpatrick to
Dougrie
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QUAIL Cofwrrs comwrs (10

Headrick, in 1807, said “a few guails ocgur,”” bur Gray (18720 said
it was almost unkoown in his time. Im July, 1g9og Mro T. Thoroton
Mackeith found a guail’s nest with eight egos at Enockinkelly, Whiting
Bay (Scor. Nat., 914 691 I koow of no other record.

PHEASANT Phasianws colchicus L.

Fesident: common and widespread., A fow pairs also nest on Holy
Island. Pheasants were probably firsr introduced into Arran o little
after 1830, and large numbers have been hand-reared since 1yrr,

WATER-FRATL Ralluy ayguaticus L.

A few pairs certainly nest on Armn;  may beomorg common but
because of its secretive habits must often pass unobserved. The water-
rail occurs at Pladda on migration and bicds have often becen Rilled at
the light.

EPOTTED URAKE Porcans porzana (1.0
One was killed ar Pladda lighthouse on 24th October, 1895 (A
Scor, Nat, Hisn, 13960 1440,

CORNCRARE Crex orex {10

Summer visitor and thinly distributed throughowt suttable parts of
the island. NWo obvicus change in populstion within recent wears; it
wias never very commeon.  Birds have been seen at Pladds on migration,
and one was killed at the lantern on 11th May, 19200

MooORHER Cradfimda chioropus (L.

A few pairs nest on some of the smaller streams; ot very commaon
nevy, althouph Mackeith said “ fordy common ™ at Shiskin in 1904,
Birds have been Eilled ar Pladda on migracion.

00T Fuhes arra L.
Cyray zaid “*a fow pairs io various localities,”  'This may or may not
have becn true for Arran. 1 know of no other record for the island.

UWETERCATCHER  Mlucwaropus osrralenis L.

Common nesting specics all round the shore and olten in felds. T
have found it nesting far up (len Sannox.  Many nest on oly Island
amd Pladda, Flogks of up o 100 often scen in winter,

Lavwing Uanclius sanellus (1.0

Common nesting species;  also nests on Holy Island and  Pladda,
Large flocks common on Arran in sotwmn and winter. Common at
Pladda and Holy Island on mizration.

RiNceD PLOVER Claradviuy fnaticawla T

Commoen nesting species at suitable places all round the shore, in-
cluding [1oly Island and Pladda. Smesll Aocks in winter. (Mten scen at
Pladda and Hely Island on passage.

(rEY PLOVIR CGharadriv: squatarolz (1.
Lrray satd * occurs in small numbers in aotumn ondy,”  This may or
oy oot have been true. [ have never scen the bird.
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Gorpex PLOVER Charadrivs apricarivs L.
Bezident on the moors bt not very common.  Small flocks around
the shore in winter, and faidy often seen at Pladda on passage.

Dotrerel. Charadrins mormelhis L.

Long ago the dorterel was reported from Loch Ranza by Macgilliveay.
TurRMSTONE Arenaria interpres (L)

Mot uncommon zlong shore on spring and autumn passage, and ia
winier,  gcasionally seen n osummer,

SwrerE Capelle galimage (L)

{ommon nesting species and widespread.  Reported 1o nest on Holy
Isiand. Often seen at Pladda on migration and occasionally killed at
light.

Jack SwIPL Lvemiecrypies momiiin (Brunn).

Uncommon winter visitor. Shet from time to time.  One was killed

at Pladda light on 2oth November, 1893,

Woopoous Scolopay rusticela L.

Resident. Common and widely distributed, A few pairs nest on
Holv Island. Often seen at Pladda on migration and birds have been
killed ar the light.

CURLEW Nememius arguata (1.0

Commen nesting species; a fow pairs also nest on Holy Island. Largs
flocks common in winter, Often seen at Pladda on migration; one
crashed right through the plate glass of the lantern on toth March, 1897,

WHIMBREL Nimemus phacopus (1)

Oeeasionally scen on spring and aurumn passage, and birds have
breen killed at Pladda light on scveral occasions.  Also recorded from
IToly Island.

Bar-TAILED (GODwWIT Liwosa fmosa (L.

Fairly repular autumn and winger visitor, but not very common.
Usually seen in ones and twos, bur [ saw a flock of twenne-five on the
shore at Kildonan on 3rd January, 1o54. Not infreguently scen at
Pladda on migration and one was killed at the Lght on 12th April, 1922,
CoMmMoN SANDPIPER Tringa hypolencos L.

{ommon summer visitor, Nests plentifully at suitable places all round
the shore, including Hely Island and Pladda. Often seen at Pladda and
Holy Island on migration,

FEnsHawk Fringa toranus (1.0

Fesdenr; common and widely distributed, Possibly nmests on Holy
Island, Common ar Pladda on migration and fairly frequently killed
at the light. DBoth Mackeith and Paterson record finding redshank’s
nests on the shore, in epen situations like ovstercatcher’s.  Small flocks
are common in winter, and some of these birds may belong o0 the so-
called Iveland race Trimea totame robwsie (Schioler).

CrREENSHANE Trmga sebwfora [Gunn,)
Ogcasionally seen along the shore in sutumn, bul not common.
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Enor Calidr: conuruy (L)
Small focks are occasionally secn along the shore in auturmn and
WinTer,

PURPLE SANDTIPER Calidris muaritima (Brunm.)
Ocrasionally seen on the shore in winter and on passage; usually
single hirds. Mot infrequently seen ar Pladda on passage.

DunLmy Calidrrs alprea (L)

Mests sparingly throughout the island.,  Small flocks seen on spring
and aurumna passage,  NoU nearly 50 common in mid-winter, but T saw
a flock of thirty to forcy on the Kildonan shore on 4th Januwary, 1994,
Somc of these winter dunling may well belong w the northern race
Clalrdris alping alpina (L),  VFairly common on passage at Pladda and
Holy Tsland, and has been killed ar Pladda lighr.

CURLEW-SANDPIPER Calidris fescucea (Palll

(3ray (18720 said “ Rare. It armives in Aogust, but remaing only a
very short time, and unless carefolly looked for it 15 apt o be missed,””
I doubt whether this statement reslly refers to Arran.

SANDERLING Croceriuag atha [Fall.)

Scen from time to Time on autumo passage. On sth January, 1954,
my wifc and 1 saw a flock of twenty hirds on the sandy shore ar Sannox.
This was a most uousual record,  They remained a short wime, then
ook off in a compact bunch and flew strongly along the shore. We did
not sec them again,

ARCTIC SKEUA Stercovarius fuorasiticus (L.

Single birds arc not uncommonly secn on Butumn passage. 1 osaw
one about half-a-mile off Holy Isiznd in late Mav 1951, It has often
heen seen around Mladda and has been killed at the light there,

POMATORHINE SKUA Stercorerius posmarmus (Teinn. |
Robert Gray said he had recognised this bisd off Brodick and in
Kilbrannon Sound.

Tvory GGULL Pagophila ehurneca (Phipps!

One was shot near Lamlash in September 1866 ((iray, 18720 and
another is said to have been shot on Arran in 1875 (Feld, zoth February,
1574, but there are reasons for rojecting this second recoed.

(IREAT BLACK-BACKED (GULL Larws marimuas L.

The grear black-backed 35 a fairly common resident gull and can be
seen along the shore at all seasons of the vear. It nests at many of the
small hill-lochs, especially i the nocth, and there 35 at least one colony
of nearly thirty pairs. A few pairs also nest on IToly Island, This guil
was nesting on Arran in Gray's ime.

LEsSER BLACKE-BACKED (ULL Larws fuscus L.

Crray (I872) said * Very common. It breeds on various lochs in
Arran,”™ It scems o have decreased steadily as s breeding species,
however, for Paterson did not include it for Arman in 1goI. It was
certainly not breeding there in the rozos.  The rst breeding record
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in revent times was apparenatly in 1944, and there are now at least two
smiall colonies ar hill-lochs, It has long nested on Holy Island and the
present size of this colony is about 200 pairs, Lesser black-backed
gulls are common all round the Arran shores in summer, and single
birds have been seen now and again in winter, Some of these probably
nelong wr the Scandinavian race Larws fuscus fuscus L., which has been
definirely identified 5t least onece.

HERRING-(FULL Larus argentatus Pongopp.

Common ail round the shore at all scasons of the year, Abour 300
pairs nest on Hely Island. This gull also nests ar some of the small
hill-lochs on Arran bur is not very common. I found it nesting in 1944,
which was apparcnily the first known record, although it had probably
been nesting for several years before thar; it does nor seem to have
been recorded nesting on Arran in olden times. One pair hss nested
on Pladda since 1950; one of these was an injured bird (see Gibson, 1954).
Cosmon Gurl Larus carws L.

This is the commonest gull on Arean. It nests at many of the hill-
lochs, sometimes in fairly large colonies; nearly every small hill-loch
in the morth has common gulls nesting close by, It is VEry Common

along the shore at all seasons of the year. It apparently no longer nests
on Holy Island or Pladda.

Gravoous (GULL Larg fvperborons Gunn,

I have seen this bird several times in mid-winrer.
fairly regular winter visitor in small numbers,
TeELann Guit Larws glascoides Meyer

Willam Thompson (in the Birds of [reland, 1853) records thar some
years before 1240 sin or eight Iccland gulls had been seecn ar Brodick
al very close range " stationed on 2 manure heap before a stll,” a vely
curious spat; they were extremely tame. This seems 2 somewhar doubtiul
record. There are other records, all unsatisfacrory.

LITTLE (GULL larus sunutus Pall

The Birds of Scotland records that Mrs. Winifred Boyd Wart saw
a little gull on a sandbank at the mouth of the River Rosa in 1933,
BLACK-HEADED (FULL Larus vidibumdus 1.

There 15 one small colony of black-headed gulls on Arran, at a smasll
hill-loch near the centre of the island. They began o nest there about

en years ago.  Birds are often seen along the shore in suwmmer and in
winter this gull 5 relatively commeon.

It 1x possibly a

SARINE'S (FULL Xema sabind [Sabine)

The one certain record of a Sabine’s gull in the Clyde area comes
from Arran.  On 24th Seprember, 1397, John Paterson received a
specimen sent o him by D Neil Fullarton, of Lamlash. Tt was an
inmsture bird, and was captured in an exhausted stare ar Sliddery.
It way exhibited on 26th October at the Natural History Socicry of
lasgow, and was larer presented to the Roval Scottish Museum (Proc,
NHLS. Glasgew, sNE: 280, Ann, Scor. Naro Fise, 1898 52-53),
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EITIIwAKE Riseq tridaceyls (1)

The kittiwake is 5 common visitor offshore in sumitner, but I kpow
of no nesting record for Arran. The negrest Nesting site iz Ailss Craig,
where over 7,500 pairs nest. It occurs occasionally in the Clyde in
winter bur is not very common. I saw four immarure hicds on Lochranza
pier on 3rst Diccember, Taz3; and there are other recosds. A pair, one
of which has g damaged wing, has nested on Pladds since 1950 (sce
Gibson, rgsql

CommMon TERN Stcrpa divendn 1.

Common off-shore in summer. A few pairs nest on Holy Island and
there is a large colony on Pladda. | have nor yer found them nesting
on Arman isclf, although they may do so, and further intormation on
this point would be weleome,

ARCTIC TERN Sterna Mgorurg Naumann,

A small colony nesrs on Pladda, and birds ape fairly often scen off
the Arran shores in summer, 1 have no knowledge of them nesling
on Arran itself.

RoseatE TERN Sterna dougalli Moo
Oerasionally seen off-shore during summer.  This bird is Increasing
as a Clyde brecding Species,

LITILE TERN Sterna afbiframs Pall.
Crray (1872) said “oecasionally met with,” but it i dogbrial whether
this actually refers o Arman, 1 Chil trace no other record,

SANDWICH TERN Sterms sandincenyis Lath,

Gray (1872) said * | have seen this bird passing Lamlash on .10
or two occasions,” and two were seen mear Merkland Point on 1oth
August, 1933, by Mrs, Winifred Boyd Warr {Scor, Nar, 19340 8.
These are the oaly records T con tracs, but the sandwich tern now nests
in increasing numbers in the Clyde area, 50 it may well be soen fairlv
often off the Arran shores,

RaAzORBILL Alca rorda 1.,
Tairly common visitor off-shore in sammer;  eccasionally in winger,
About 2,500 pairs nest on Adlss,

(FREAT AUR Alca rrpergy 1.,

A specimen obruined a1 St Kilda was being brought up the Clyde
i a vachr in 1821, bur escaped off the island of Pladds while being
allowed to bathe with g string attached o fs leg (Gray, 18713,

LITTLE AUK Plawrus afle (L.}

There seems o be one defimite record; one on 1oth January, 1874
(Gray, 13750, (Grav also safd = I have scen bar two or thres SPOCLTMCTS
taken in the disrdet.” This may of may not refer to Arean,

CFUILLEMOT [Tria dalze [Pontopp.)
Fairly common visitor off-shore in summer; occasionally in winger.
Over 5000 pairs nest on Ailsa,
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Brack (quiLLEmoT Urie grovlle (L.)

Occasionzlly seen off-shore.  Gray {1872) reported it as ™ tolerably
commaon, especially in Kilbrannon Sound. A few pairs nest on the west
side of Arran (Kildonan), where I have seen them in full breeding
dress.”  Whatever it may have done then I do not think it nests there
now, sinee McWilliam (1936) and I have both scarched for it without
success.  One or two pairs could easily be missed, however, and Mr.
Archie Girvan told MeWilliam in 1g34 that he had seen birds Sy out
from Dippin Head. Definite informarion abour the breeding of the
black guillemot on Arran would be very welcome. Two pairs nested
on Pladda in 1948 and 1947. This was the first breeding record and they
have nested occasionally since then.

Purrd Frapercida arctica (L)

(doczsionally secn off shore in summer. Not very common now but
must have been a common visitor until about a quarter of a century ago,
when the colony on Ailsa was still huge, There are now only abour Joo
pairs on Adlsa,

STock-Dove Columba ocnas L.

Thinly distributed as a breeding specics throughout the island. In
rgog Thornton Mackeith found thirry pairs nesting in the ivy-covered
oliffs berween Kilparrick Point and Corriecravie ((Flaspocy Nar, 21 23],
Rocx-Dove Columba frmg Gn

Resident and not wncommon on the wilder parts of the Arran coast.
A few pairs nest on IToly Island.

Woon-Prepoy Cofumba palonbus L.

Common and widespread nesting species.  Fairly lazge focks in
winter. Oftenn seen at PMladda and kas been killed at the light.
Cuckon Crewlus canorus L.

Pairly comnion nesting species, Alse nests at Holy Island and Pladda.
Dir. Fullarton told John Paterson that at Dippin, on a 1oth of April, he
saw 2 fock of cuckoos arriving from the sea. One detached ieself and
sat on @ Tree; the others passcd on,  Cockoos are commonly seen at
Pladda en migration, and one was found dead on the island on zeth May,
1620,

Bard-Omvn Tyee alba (Scop.)

A fow pairs nest, Mot commorn.

Tawny OWL Strx aluco L.

Fairlv common breoding species.  Well distributed throughour the
1slard.

LoMG-EARED OWL Ao otws (L)

Resident bur not common,  One was seen at Pladda light on z2nd
February, 1919,
SHoRT-BARED (0wl Age flawemsur (Pontopp.)

Resident and not uncommon Well disreibured throughout the island
and often scen hunting on the moors. Birds often cross to Hely Island



22 THE BIRDS OF THE ISLAND OF ARRAN

and may nest there; onc once passed a few feer above my rowing-boat.
Une was scen flying round the Holy Island light on night of rgth
December. 1897,

MWIGHTJAR Caprimulpus europacs L.

Summer visitor but not common. A few pairs nest on the moors,
Has decreased greatly within the Iast ffty years. Birds have been scen
occasionally on Hely Island,

SWIFT Apus apus (1.0

Small parties of birds are often seen flying high in summer. A few
pairs nest, and it may be more common as a brecding species.  Birds
have occasiomally been killed ar Pladda light

FaNGEISHER AAledo arthis (L)

Several pairs of kingfishers formerly nested regularly on Arcan.
They apparently became extincr, or vory neazly so, but by 1934 they
were reported as nesting again near Brodick and Machrie ((Flasgon
Herald, 8th September, 19340, and ar the present time there is cortainly
ore pair nesting nesr Brodick, There are occasional reports of birds
secn clsowhere on the island and these are probably correct,

Hooror Upupa cpops L.

Om 23rd May, 1877, a hoopoe was shot at Dougrie. It had been
abserved for several days freguenting a sand-bank where some starlings
had their nests, or running about among the rushes in 3 marshy feld
close by, The bird appesred strong on the wing, and was very wild
(Proc. Nar. Hist. Soc. (Flaspow, 31 255-256).

{3mEAT SPOTTED Wooprecxes DNendrocopos major (1.

The great spotted woodpecker now nests not uncommonly in the
woods around Brodick, Lecal opinion savs they arrived there fiftecn
to twenty years ago. Birds are not infrequentdy reported from elsewhers
on the island and they probably mest.

Sxvrary Alwude aroensz L.

Common nesting species throughout the island; alse nests on Holy
Island and Pladda. Flocks often scen at Pladda lighthouse on migration,
and in winter fairly large flocks are occasionally seen on Arran.,

SwaLLow Flirumde rustica L.

{ommon surmmer visitor, MNests ar suitable sites throughout the island.
Commen at Pladda and Hely Island lights on migration.  In olden
times the swallow was o subiect for legend and one of the old storics
of hibernation concerns Arran. Edward Stanley in A Famaliar History
of Rirds {1865 edition) wrote: “ On the znd of November 1829, at Loch
Ranzs in rhe Islpnd of Arran, 2 man, while digring in 2 place where a
pond had been lately drawn off, discovered twe swallows in a statc of
torpor; on placing them near the fiee they recovered. One, unfortunately,
escaped, bur the other was kept by the man for the purpoese of showing
it to some scicncific persons  (How did he feed 0207
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House-MarTiy Delichon wrbica (L.}

Common summer visitor. INests at suitable sites throughout the
island, including a fairly large colony on the Bennane Head cliffs at the
south. MNested on Holy Island in 1955.

SAND=-MARTIN Riparia riparie {L.)

Summer visitor; local and not so comimon as the house-rmartin,. I
know of one small colony in the south of Arran, one on the west side,
and a fow also nest on Holy Island.  Occasionally seen at Pladda and
Holy Island on migration.

CToLDEN ORIoLe (Oralus oviolus 110
In the spring of 807 2 golden oriole was killed at Lochranza [ Fleming,
A Historv of Brivish Amimals).

Raver Corvus corax L.
Eight or ten pairs nest throughout Arran, and Two pairs nest preuy
regularly on Holy Island,

Carrion-Crow Corony corone L
Not uncommon breeding species.  Frequently interbreeds with hooded
crow and hybrids now mors common than pure-bred birds.

Hoopep CrOW Corpus cormx L.
{Common breeding species, although much persecuted. Ceeasionally
nests on Holy Island.

Rook Corous frogilagus L.

There used 1o be three or four rookeries on Arran, bur the bird was
much persecured and was fmally cxrerminated as a brecding species
many years ago: I do not think it has nested in any mumbers since 1900
Rooks still visit the island and odd birds are occasionally seen on the
shore, especially in winter.

Tackpaw Corous manedula 1.
Residenr; common and widespread. Large flocks ofien seen in winter.
A few pairs nest on Holy Island.

Magrie Pica pica (L.)

The magpie formerly nested in Arran but was exterminared as a breeding
species many Years ago, apparently during the 18708, Stragglers wisit
the island from timc to time.

Jay Garrulus glandarms (L)
Formerly nested ur has been extinet for over a ofntury.

CHoUsH Coracta pyrehocorax (L)

The chough formerly mested in Arran but was probably never
numerous.  (Gray (187z) recorded that a pair was shot in 1863 ar Kil-
patcick and that no choughs had been seen since then in any part of
the island. I can trace no later record.

GREAT ‘T1r Parus mafor L.
Resident. Commeon and widespread.
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BLUE TIT Parus casrulews 1 554
Resident,  Comman and widespread,

CoaL-TIT Parus arer 1,
Resident. Fairly common and widesprend,

Lowg-taten T'rr Aegrrhalos caudatus (1.,

Resident and thinly disteibued throwghour the islana, Troups ol
thirty or more occasionally ssen in winter,

TREE-UREEPER {riing fawecdiaris 1.,

Residene. Fairly comenon in all wooded districrs,
WREN Frosfodyvzes tramiodotes (1L

Common nesting species througbour the island,  One or WO pdics
nest on Holy Islasd. O¥ien seon at Pladds on migration, and in severe
winters,

DerER Cinclis cielur (1.,

Fairly common and generally distriburted on ajl suitable  sireams,
Birds from Arran have boen definitely assigned o the Irish race Cirrmcies
ctrelus hibermicies Hart, ( Ty, ta34! $85 and all the Arran dippers probably
belong to this race,

MISTLE-THRUSIT Tirdns i inorees [

Common nesting spevies in all suitable [ocalities throughour the
island. Flocking is common in winter.  Fairly often seen at Pladda.
FIELDFARE Turdiys Priaris 1.,

Commoen winter visitor, vsually in small focks, Often seen ar Pladda
lighthouse on migration,

SONG-THRUSH Thardyy ervgtoriny Turton,

Common nesting species and widely distributed throughour  the
island; a few pairs nest on Holy Island and ong pair nests on Pladda,
Some of the small focks seen O ATTAN in winter possibly contain hirds
of the so-called vonuineneal race Turdys errcctorim. pilemelns Brehm,
which has been recorded from the neighbouring island of Bute, Flocks
are often scen an Pladda on migration, and the Hebridean song-thrush
Turdus evicetorum febvidensis Clarke has been killed ar Pladda on hoth
spring and autumn passage (i Birds, 32; 366
BEDWING Tiurdies sousiens T

Regular winter visitor, bur Dot 50 common as the fieldfure, This
iz the bird most often killed ar Pladda light on migration,

Rovg-Ovrer, Turghs Tiovgraaruy 1.,

In Grays tme the ting-oukel Was verv numerous on Arman,  Two
remained on the island abl WInter in 1g04-5 (dmn, Sear Nar. i,
19060 I42). Its numbers have declined very much since then bur a
few pairs still nest. It {5 seen from time to time on Pladda and has been
killed at the light there: it has also been recorded from Holy Tgland.
BLACKDIRD Turdis meruls 1.,

Very common and widely distribuced; also nests on Holy Island and
Pladda. Common ar Pladda on migracion,
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YWWHEATEAR (emamthe cenonthe (L0

Commeon swnmer visitor and widely distributed as a nesting species
throughour the island; many nest on Holy Island and Pladda, Common
at Pladda on migration, and birds belonging te the (Greenland race
Oenanthe cenanrhe leucorrhoe [Gm.) have been killed ar Pladda light.

STONECHAT Saxicols rorgiara (1.

(Gray (1872) recorded the stonechat as “abundan:,’ and the whinchat
as “ very common,” s0 presumably be regarded the stonechat as the
commoner bird. At any rage, the reverse is true at the present time.
The stonechat is thinly distributed as a breeding species throughout
Arran, and on the Holy Island, where there is an abundancs of suttable
nesting sites, it nests fairly commonly. In 1948, a year when stonecharts
were reported as becoming scarce in the rest of the country, I found
stonechats in seemingly incredible mumbers on Ilely Island.  During
the last week in March T combed the island thoroughly and estimared
that well gwver fifty pairs were present.  The island was literally alive
with the hirds; never in my life have 1 scen so many stonechats, Pre-
sumahly migration accounted for most of these birds, bat the Lighikceper
told me that * large numbers ” remained until May, and in the middle
of June, on a visit made specially to sec the stonechars, 1 estimared that
pver twenty pairs were nesting, I found three ncsts, and at one time
seven cocks could be seen within a short distance from the lightheuse.
That was a most exceptional year, although around eight or ten pairs
usually nest on the island.

The stonechats accuring on Arran probably belong to the Hebridean
race Savicola rovguara theresac Meinersz.  They scemed to survive the
SEVEre WInters of 1940-41 and 1946-47 very much better than the main-
land bards.

VWHINCHAT Saxicola ruberra (1.

Fairly common summer visitor and widely distributed as a nesting
species. Much commoner than the stonechat on Arman, but the position
is reversed on Holy Islend. Often scen at Pladda on migration.

BEnsTART Phoswicurus phocmoous (L.

Summer visitor, not common, but @ few pairs nest.  (ten seen at
Pladda on migration, snd occasionally Rilled at the light.

Ropmd Frichacus rabecdn (L)

Commen nesting species and widely distributed, roainly near habitation.
A pair nests near the lighthouse on Holy Tsland, Often seen ot Pladda
and Haly Island on migration.

(GRASHOPPER-WaknLER Locustelle nucea (Boddl)

Summer visitor; not uncommon breeding species, but local, In 1gog
Me, Thornton Mackeith found it extracrdinarily commeon at Shiskin,
by far the most abundant of all the warhlers; * There must have been
ten of these birds to one of any of the other warblers.” That was an
exceptional year.
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SEDGE-WaARBLER Aerocephalus schoenobaenus (1.3

Fairly common summer visitor and widely distribated ag g nesting
specics. (ften seen ar Pladda and Holy Island on migrarion.
Bracrcar Syivia arricapilia (1..)

Crray (18720 said the blackeap was sparingly distribuced in cultivared
districts.”  Whatever the posicion may have been in Gray's rime T do
not think the blackeap veours an Arran now.- [ have never scen the hisd.
Single blackecaps were scen on Pladda on 1xth and rath October, 1920,
and one bird, killed ar the lantern on 15th Ocober of the SUIme year,
was sent w the Rev, T, M, MoWilliam,

CFARDEN-WARBLER Svitia Porin (Bodd

Uncommon summer visitor and somewhar Jocal,
WEHITETHROAT Svlma commmmis Lath,

Summer visitur; common and widely distributed.  Often seen m
Pladda on migration,

LEssER WHITETHROAT Sykig curraea (1.0

D, Meil Fullarton recorded the lesser whitethroar for Arrap, and
John Peterson wrote in his dizry for 1911 that “ his description of its
appearance and habits agree with classic and authoritstive descriprion.”
Parerson was exteemely critical of all records of the lesser whitethroat
in the Clyde area (sce Amr. Seor Nar. Hisr., 1899 2I0-274) 50 It scems
possible, from what he wrote in his diary. that he accepted Fullarton's
record.  The Report on Scorish Ornithology for 1820 recorded o fow
lesser whitethroars ar Pladds on 1zxth May (Seor. Nar, r9z1; I43).
WILLOW-WARELER Phylloscopus trockgius (L.

Summer visitor; very common and widespread.,  Also nests an Huoly
Island, Common at Pladda on migration.

CHIFFCHARF Phylloscatne collybita (Viedll, )

Crray (1872) said that he * had not Yet succeeded in gerting specimens
of the chiffchaff in Arran,™ bur D, Fullarton told John Paterson in
1897 that he had noticed this hird in Arman for thirty vears,  Messrs,
E. V. and A. I, Watson, in summer 1933, found the chiffchaff * present
in fair numbers, especially round Brodick,” and this remaing roughly
the position at present, The chiffehaf is a regular summer visitor 1o
Arran in small numbers, nesting locally, and is not uncommon arounid
Brodick, presumably ateracred by the rhododendrons, For an interesting
discussion of the relattonship herween the chiffchad and rhododendron
in Scotland see Seor, Nar,, 647 TI4-TTE,

Woon-WansLER Phydioscopus sibifarriz (Bechst,

Regular summer visitor bt DO numerous; nests locally.
GOLDCREST Rerulyy rerulus (1)

Resident. Not uncommon and widely distributed.  Smzll flocks in
winter.  Often noted at Pladdas and Holy Island on migration,
SFOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa seriarg (Pall,)

sSummer visitor. Fairly common and widespread.  Often noced ar
Pladda om passage; birds have been killed at the Lighr,
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HEDGE-BPARROW Prooella modularis (L.

Resident. Very common and widely distribured, The hedge-sparrows
breeding on Arran noe deuby belong to the Hebridean race Prumclla
modilaris hebridium Meinertz,  Small flocks are often seen at Pladda
on spring and sutumn passage, and seme of these very possibly conrain
birds of the continental race Prumelle modularis modularis (1), I am
not able to confirm this, however, for I have not ¥et teken the opportunity
of exsmining hedge-sparrows killed ar the Pladds Lighr.

MEADOW-PIPIT Anrhus proressis (L.}

Common nesting species on all the moors, Also nests on Holy Island
and Pladda, and commen there on migration.

TREE-PIrPIT Anthus triviaiiy (L.)

Grray (1872) recorded the tree PIPH §% 4 COMMONn summer visitor,
Meackeith (150g) said fairly common,” and John Paterson often records
It in his diaries. [ do nor think it is so common now, although it probably
aests. Further information on its present status would be very welcome,
RoCk-PIp1T Anthus spimolerra (L)

Very common all round the shore ; also nests on Holy Island and
Pladda.

Pep Wastar Moracilla albe I..

Resident. Common and widespread., A fow pairs nest on Holv Island.
Small flocks are nor utcnmmonly seen on migration ar Pladda and on
Arran, and some of these hirds arg obviously white wagrails Mozaciliy
alba aiba I.,

GREY WAGTAIL Moracilla cinerea Tuns:.

Hesident, Fairly common and widely distribiated.
YELLOW WAGTAIL AMoracilla Flava L.

Ciray (1872} recorded the vellow wagtail as 2 common summer visitor
to Arran, a statement which John Patersom © urterly  dishelieved,*
Iir, Fullarton, however, told Paterson in 191t that yellow wagtails
could be scen occasionally in © falds just behind Lamlash, where there
are linle brooks.” Parerson had = high opinion of Dr. Fullarton as an
vhaerver and apparently accepred this, although he wrote thar it seemed
“just a little pursling,”  Paterson also noted, without comment, thar
Fullarzon had recognized a pair of blue-headed wagtails Moraeilla
Hava flava 1., on Arman in the 18905 (all from John Paterson's M.S.
diary],

1 do net quite know what to make of all this, There is certainly not
much territory in Arran suitable for vellow wagrails, I hgwe only once
seen yellow wageails in Arran—a pair in 1 field at the foor of Glen Sannox
in August 1gs4, and at the time [ way suze they belonged to the hius.
headed race. A yellow wiagtail was seen on Pladda on 2oth September,
1920 (Seor. Nar, 1021 139
WaAxwING Bombyeilla garrufus (1.,

There are several records of single birds seen on Armgn during the
great “invasion ' of winter rozr-zs, Three were repeatedly seen in
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Brodick woods during winrer 1945-46. One was found wounded near
Brodick on 27th April, 1951 (Scor, Nat., 65 23

GREAT GGREY SHRIKE Lawins cveubitor 1.,

A great grey shrike was obtained ar Anchencairn on &ch Aonril, 19o8,
and was later exhibited to the Natural History Scdiety of (lasgow
(Proc. NH.S. (flawow, 8NS5 1001,

STARLING Srersues mlearis L,

Resident.  Very common and widely distributed.  Nests on Holy
Island and Pladda.  Flocks common on ArTan in winter, and common
at Pladda and Holy Tsland lights on migration. Several pairs of starlings
nested on Pladda in December 1922 and acteally reared their young
[heor. Nar, 1923 46).

UFREENFINGH (iloris chioris (L.
Resident,  Common and widely distributed.  Often seen at Pladda
N upTation.

GOLOFINGIT Carducls carduslis (L)
Gray (1872) described the goldfinch as not uncommon. At present
it iz thinly disrributed as a breeding specics, and is rather local,

SIRRIN Cardrclis spommes (L)
Fairly regular winfer visitor; flocks of upr tr a doezen hinds sometimes
SeT,

Lomer Corduelis conmabing (1)

Fairly common nesting species and wall distributed throughout the
island,  Small focks often scen in winrer, Oceasionally reported from
Pladda on migration. Linnets resident in Scotland have been named
Carduels cannabing autochthona Clancey ;  the renge of this bird is
at present imperfectly known, but it is probable that the Arcan birds
helong o this race,

Twite Carduels {lovirostrs (10

Thinly distributed as a breeding species throughout the island, Ir
has nested on Pladds, where it i commonly seen on passage,  Small
flocks are occasionally secn in winter,

RenpoLL Carduels flawomeg (1)

Cray regarded the lesser redpoll as rather scarce, bur John Paterson
tound the lesser redpoll very numerous on Arman in June 1911; in his
diary he recorded that he had © never seen it more common” T would
not go 0 far a= this, but ar present it nests nor uncommonly in most
suitable parts of the island,  Small focks of redpolls ocour on Arran
in autumn and winter, and they are often reporied from Pladda on
migration,

There are several records of mealy redpolls on Arean during the grear
immigration ol winter 1910, and it is probable thar birds of this ace
occur occasionslly in some of the winter redpoll flocks. Both the lesser
redpoll Carduelis flammes cabaver (PL.S, Milll) and mealy redpoll
Carduclis flanwnea flammes (1) have been killed at Pladda light,
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BuLLeiNcH Pyrrfuda pyrelnda (1)

Thinly distribured as a breeding species throughout the island and
small flocks often scen in winter. At least onc pair has been known to
nest mear the lighthouse on Holy Island for many years.

CRosSBILL Loxia curvirestra L.

Willizm Evans wrote: * This specics breeds, I believe, in the island
of Arran, where, in the woods at Brodick Castle, T saw 2 pair in April
of the present year ™ (Amm, Scor. Nar. Hisr, 18951 145). Paterson
(19cI) said “ may nest in small numbers st present on Arran ™3 this
was presumably guoted from Evans since 3 search of Paterson’s notebooks
reveals no evidence that he himself ever saw cpossbills on Arran,  Mr,
Tom Frascr saw 2 flock of six crosshills ar Sannox for several days at
the beginning of Ootober 1953 [(Flagome & W, Scor, Bivd Bull, 30 300

CHATFINGIT Fringilla coelebs L.

Very common and widely disteibured as a breeding species;  also
nests on Holy Island. Common ar Pladda, Holy Island and on Arran
om mirration, and large flocks are fairly oftcn secn o Arran in winter.
Some of these birds possibly belong to the continental race Frimgrlle
coelebs coclchs L. Chaffinches ringed in Delgivm and recovered in
Arran have been assigned o the central Europesn race Frimgrlfy coslels
Fortensis Brehm.,

LraAMBLING Frinrilla montfringtile 1.

Seen occasionally in winter, but ot common.  Usually in ones and
twos; | have never seen a flock,

YELLOW BUNTING Ewmberiza cimrinella T..
Fesident.  Common and widely distributed.  Also nests on Holy
Island, (¥ten seen at Pladda on migration.

CORN-BINTING Dwberiza calamire L.

Larcal ond not cormumon, but a fow pairs nest, [t was probably much
COMIMOner n (eray’s [me.
Bern-Bunting Feberiza schoeniclus (1.0

Fesident.  Nests in small numbers in zll soitable places,
SHOW-BUKTING Plectrophenax mivalis (L.}

Small flocks are not mmfrequently seen in winter.,  Occasionally noted
at Pladda on migration, and birds have been killed at the light
Ilouse-Sparrow Paser domestions (L)

YVery common,  Nests everywhere near habitation, including Holy
Islael and Pladda.

TREE-SPARROW Passer momtamis (L)

In rgog Me T. Thornron Mackeith saw (rec-sparTows nésting in
iev-covered cliffs south of Kilparcick Point (Glasrom Nar, 20 22). 1
koow of oo other record,
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A LIST OF THE BIRDS

THAT HAYVE BEEN OBEERVED TO
BREED IN THE ISLAND OF ARRAN, SCOTLANIL
Since the rear 1835, by
DE. MARTIN BARRY, M.D., F.R.s

B e sl

Faleo chrpeagios

.. albieilla.

L halimétius,

. pEregTinus

. subbuteq,

o maulon.

»  palumbarius,

s WisuH,

o buteo.

' lagopus.

»  rallicus.

be CVAMEUE,

o  ErIEingsuE.
Btrix aluco.

»  Jlammea.

»  BCORE

.. paszserina.
Lanius rulus.
Muscicapa atricapilla.
lineluz agquaticus,
Turdus viscivorus,

- musicus,

- merala.

W torgquatos
Accentar modularis,
Sylvia rubecula.

. tenanthe.

»  atricapilia.

Sylvia cinerea.

v lrochiiua,
Eegulus cristatus.

- ignicapillus.
Parus major,

o tmerulous,

. cristatus,

w caudatus,
Motaeilla Yarrellii,

= campestris,
Anthus arhoreuns,

i pratensis.

” Bicardi,

5 rufigularizs,

»  ohscurus.
Alauda arvensis.

3 alpestris.

Fringil's colabs.

P montana.
- domestica.
i chloris.

o gpinnz.

¥ linaria.

Loxia curvirostra.
Sturnus vulgaris.
Pyrrhovorax graculus,
Corvus eorax.

5 COTOIX,
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2
Corvus pica. . Seolopax gallinula.

35 moneduala. Tringa pectoralis.
Picus viridis. . variabilis.

- Major. Gallinula Pogilla.

» tridactylus, - chloropus.
Troglodytes Europaus. Anas boschas,
Cuenlus canoris. o dizpar.
Hirundo rustica. Mergus servaior

:; arbina: Podiceps minor.
Cypselus apus, Uria troile.
Coliiba T Mormon fratereula.

& palombus. Alea torda.

. e, Carbo cormoranus.
Phasianus eoichicus. Hula bassana.
Tetrao urogallus, Slerna arelica.
Perdix cinerea, o minuia.
(Fdicnemus crepilans. »  tenuirostris.
Charadrius pluvialis, Larus tridactyluz.

i maorinelins, . Tuseus.
Strepsilas interpres. | . argentatus
Hemalopus ostraleguas. - ichthytagos,
Scolopax rusticela. »  Richardsoni,

2 major. T*uffinns anglorum,

NoTe, 1 believe that this is the first time that the Aigle
Jonn-le Blane Circactus galliens (vieillel) has occurved in Heol-
land. I have several times seer specimens in Ireland ; the last
ome  was nailed up to warn the smaller fry not to steal pouliry.
Having met with this bird in the South of Franee, and congider-
ing its immense power of flight, T wonder at its not heing mere
often Tound in these Isles ; in hard times it frequently has to oo
100 miles {for a breakfast.

i, BrAUDT tellzs me that my rved throated pipet iz not a good
gpceies; T will allpw that it comes very near pratensiz or corvinus,
and that is the reason it gets overlooked ; but T am persuaded it
is u distinet bird 1 I have received o nest with the old birds from
Tlist, taken May 4th.

I have just discovered my .pair of Hybred Dmeks, obtainel
by me in the Island of Arran, June llth, 1347, to he Steller’s
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Western Duek, Somaterin dispar, of some little rarity.  In the
Spring of 1845, T saw a pair freqguenting the <liffs of the Isle of
Islay, but my stay being short, T did not procure them. A severe
winter often drives birds oul of their usual routine, and a few
odd pairs met located lemporarily a long way from their hreeding
haunts, but scldom make i1 o permanency.

It iz stranre to find the slender billed tern Anoiis tenuirostri
breeding so far north  {my pair of birds were shot on the Island
of Arran, and three epgs oblained June 10th, 1844) but I have
a very fine specimen of Anoils stolida, lhe allied species from
Dingle Bay.

The Great Black-headed Gull Lorus ichthymios was obtained
by myeelf on the Island of Avran, June 5th, 1844, with the
ogrs, and iz o splendid acquizitien to my cabinet ; [ value 1t now
much more than when [ first obtained 6. Thiz hird is common
in Norway, and [ have seen it in various parts of the Baliie, hut
I mever met with i1 in Seotland before or sines,

My beauliful specimen of Macqueen's Bustard Otis Macqueeni
ohtained in ecompany with the little Bustard near Harwich, 1823
sinee I have shown il to Dv. THIENEMAN, seems likely to run the
risk of being rechristened ; af any rale, T feel confident it is
distinet from Houbara, which iz 3 muech larger hiwd

I have just received an immalure specimen, identical with my
Chesnut-breasted Goose, which was shot in Kilkerrin Bay, Galway
1828, from my friend on the Gambia, his spec’men is not so Tich
in eolor, but exhibitz a greater development, approaching a spur
on the wing. T am a'se informed that it is found in Seuth
America, T therefore set my Trish specimen down as a deeided
astragmgler,

My last cological curiosity is that wild bird, the Eider Duck.
nesting in a washing bowl close to an inhabited hut ; this is guite
as gquaint as Do Brauo?'s large German pipe being taken pos.
session of by a pair of Wrynecks,
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INDEX TO BIRDS

This index deez not inelude the birds mentioned in
. Martin Barry's Lis

Auk, Great AN Een Tl Eagle, Golden ... b 6, 12
Aunk, Little Sb e waptal Eaprle, White-tailed 5, 6, 13
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Eullfineh ... ... <. ... 29 (zannet PR 1
Bunting, Corn- . (lodwit, Bar- ta.:lul ven 19
Bunting, Reed- e een 20 Gzolderest ... ... ... ... 26
Bunting, Smow- ... .. 29 Gioldencye corweeaee 11
Bunting, Yellow- sagl CaldBoeh o G oG L. Dg
Buzzard ... . ‘E (;oosander ot T b
Buzzard, 'Ruug‘h ]!L‘:,Lf\'.d 13 (i00se, Grey Lag- .. 12, 30
Capercaillie ... ... 5 15 {fnusc, "ﬁfhite--:fmnteel l'lz
CHALEOR o sor cox o 89, OFSBLAUBE o0 ews cen B
Chiffehaff .. .. .. 26 Grebe, Red-necked ... 3
Choueh ... ... ... ...23 (zrebe, Slavonian .. ... 8
{:Um,'___ T TR TN, | - Greenfineh veewen e 2R
Cormorant cee e gmee 1O Greenshank ... ... 17
Cornerake O (zrouse, Black 5, 6, 15, 30
Crake, Spotted do i 18 (irouse, Hed 5 6, 15,30
Crecper, Tree- ... ... ... 24 Guillemat ; PRERT . |
Croszshill ... ... ... ... 29 Guillemot, Eh:u:k sige amisie
Crow, Carrion- e B, 23 (:ull, Black-headad .. 13
Urow, Hooded ... 5 & 23 (zull, Common S
ackon baE dnh WD SR Gull, Glaveous . 19
Curlew wig ok ow BpAT Gull, Great Blaek-bs m]ml 12
Gull, Herring- ... ... ... 18
Dipper L. 24 Czull, Ieeland ... ... ... 189
Ihver, Black- thr&ntmi ... 9 (zull, Ivory 15
IHver, Great Northern ... 49 (rull, Lesser Black- h\{‘k{':l 15
Diver, Red-throated e B Cull, Little T -
Dotterel ... ... ... .. 17 Gull, Zabines ... ... ... 19
Dove, Rock- ... 5, 21, 3u
Dove, Stoek- .. ... ... 21 Harvier, Hen- ... ... ... 13
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Tern, Roseate ...
Tern, Sandwich
Thrush, Mistle-
Thruzh, Seng-
Tit, Blue ...
Tit, Coal- ...
Tit, {Great

Tit, Long-tailed
Turnstone

Tarite
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Warbler, (ardon-
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Warbler, Grazshopper- ...
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Warblor, Wood-
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